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Scaling Integrated Dengue Prevention Programmes in Asia by 

2030 

Executive Summary 

On 11th October 2025, the Asia Dengue Policy Working Group (ADPWG) held a regional 

roundtable, “Scaling Integrated Dengue Prevention Programmes in Asia by 2030”, bringing 

together dengue experts from Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka to discuss 

integrated prevention strategies, community engagement, and policy-level actions.  

Participants shared updates from national programmes, including but not limited to: 

- Indonesia: Multi-sector Joint Coalition against Dengue (KOBAR) initiative  

- The Philippines: 

o END (Empowering Networks to Defeat Dengue) dengue coalition  

o Planned pilot Wolbachia-release programme 

- Malaysia: Dengue Prevention Advocacy Malaysia (DPAM) initiatives 

- Sri Lanka: Advances in clinical management and regional training programmes  

Despite these efforts, gaps remain in surveillance, sustaining community engagement – 

especially among the younger generations – and raising vaccine awareness and uptake. 

Looking ahead, the key next steps to achieve the goal of Zero Dengue Deaths by 2030 include: 

- Strengthening regional advocacy  

- Updating behavioural models and communication strategies to engage younger 

audiences effectively  

- Leveraging digital platforms for broader outreach and community engagement  

- Improving vaccine awareness and uptake 

- Establishing regular knowledge-sharing forums to facilitate cross-country learning and 

collaboration  

Insights from the discussion will be synthesised into a policy-brief, and the ADPWG plans to 

convene country-focused webinars to facilitate sharing of best practices, strengthen regional 

cooperation, and accelerate progress toward Zero Dengue Deaths by 2030. 
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Introduction and Roundtable Objectives 

On 11th October 2025, the Asia Dengue Policy Working Group (ADPWG) convened a regional 

roundtable titled “Scaling Integrated Dengue Prevention Programmes in Asia by 2030”, bringing 

together dengue experts from the region. The discussion focused on strengthening community 

engagement, communication strategies, and system-level coordination to build sustainable and 

integrated dengue prevention models across Asia. 

The objectives of the roundtable were to: 

➢ Increase the sense of urgency for integrated dengue prevention programmes in Asia 

➢ Learn from pilot integrated dengue prevention programmes, for adaptation and adoption 

into national-level programmes 

➢ Discuss tangible action items at the policy-level and community-level 

➢ Position dengue as a national and regional health security priority 

➢ Need for agility based on climate change and shifting population demographic profiles 

Organising committee 
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Summary of presentations and discussions 

1. Welcome & Introductions 

 

Speaker: Ms Kimberly Abalde, Asia Dengue Policy Working Group (ADPWG) 

Ms Kimberly Abalde, an Associate of the ADPWG, framed the discussion by sharing key 

regional and national recommendations from a recent White Paper published by the ADPWG, 

“Unlocking Progress: Dengue Policies and Opportunities in Asia.”  

 

Figure 1 Regional and national recommendations to achieve Zero Dengue Deaths by 2030 from the ADPWG’s 
White Paper (Unlocking Progress: Dengue Policies and Opportunities in Asia) 
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2. Indonesia’s Coalition Against Dengue (KOBAR) 

 
Speaker: Dr Asik Surya, Executive Chair of Indonesia’s Fight Dengue Joint Coalition: KOBAR; Former Deputy Director of 

Communicable Disease Control at the Ministry of Health, Republic of Indonesia, Jakarta; Member of Training Advisory 

Group, International Infectious Disease Research Training Program: TB/MDR-TB research Capacity building 

Dr Asik Surya delivered a comprehensive overview of Indonesia’s dengue response, specifically 

the initiatives of Indonesia’s Joint Coalition against Dengue (KOBAR). He highlighted the 

unmet needs and persistent gaps in existing national programmes, underscored the need for a 

cross-sector coalition to support a more coordinated and evidence-driven action. 

Dr Asik Surya emphasised that fragmented efforts and limited data collection continue to 

hamper the effectiveness of national programmes. He stressed the need for strong multi-

sectoral leadership, systematic innovation, and the alignment of national strategies with real-

world data. The launch of the “KOBAR: Joint Coalition Against Dengue” initiative in September 

2023 by the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR RI) Health Caucus 

and Indonesia’s Ministry of Health (MOH) marked a major milestone in this direction.  

 

Figure 2 Members of Indonesia's KOBAR and the institutional relationship among members 
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KOBAR brings together stakeholders from government, the parliamentary health caucus , 

professional and medical associations, academics, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), 

and the private sector.  

The KOBAR initiative focused on six key areas – vector control, case management, 

surveillance, community empowerment, policy and partnerships, as well as research and 

innovation. It aims to serve as a national catalyst for dengue action, KOBAR has recently 

developed a policy brief titled “Dengue: Beban penyakit dan Kapemimpinan Menuju Nol Kematian 

Dengue pada 2030 (Burden Disease and Leadership Toward Zero Dengue Death in 2030)” and is 

actively involved in the revision and development of Indonesia’s National Dengue Strategy for 

2026-2030.  

KOBAR is also convening a series of policy dialogues focused on dengue with the MPR RI 

(People’s Consultative Assembly). The first dialogue, which was held on 5th November 2025 as 

part of the Forum Diskusi Aktual Berbangsa dan Bernegara (National Forum for Current Societal 

& State Affairs), focused on achieving consensus on “One Dengue Data,” strengthening 

integrated surveillance and early warning systems, and generating actionable policy 

recommendations. The second and third dialogues are planned to centre on community 

mobilisation and leadership, respectively. Looking ahead to 2026, KOBAR plans to host a 

regional event aimed at enhancing regional collaboration and sharing best practices on data, 

financing, and prevention innovation. 

In closing, Dr Asik Surya underscored the importance of strong leadership, innovative 

strategies, and multi-sectoral collaboration in achieving the goal of Zero Dengue Deaths by 

2030. By bridging gaps in data, financing, and policy, and by fostering regional partnerships, 

Indonesia aims to set a new standard for dengue control in the region. 
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3. Status of integrated dengue programmes in the region 

Discussion moderated by: Mr William Brown, Asia Dengue Policy Working Group (ADPWG) 

The discussions focused on exploring gaps in integrated dengue programmes, lessons from 

pilot projects, and the actions needed to ensure key dengue pillars are included in national 

plans, such as vector control, education, and dengue vaccination. 

The Philippines opened the discussion by revisiting the origins of ASEAN Dengue Day, which 

has become a rallying point for national dengue programmes in the region. Representatives 

from the Philippines underscored the importance of key pillars of dengue control – including 

vector control, surveillance, clinical management, and community-level efforts. Recent 

initiatives include the formation of the “END dengue coalition” (Empowering Networks to Defeat 

Dengue) and the planned pilot of a Wolbachia-release programme in the province of Cebu.  

 

From left to right: Dr Edmund Nelson, Dr Zulkifli Ismail, Mr William Brown 

Representatives from Malaysia described a comprehensive, integrated management strategy, 

where mandatory case reporting is enforced with fines, and community engagement is fostered 

through programmes like COMBI (Communication for Behavioural Impact) and DPAM (Dengue 

Prevention Advocacy Malaysia), with the latter currently conducting ongoing “master classes” to 

enhance clinicians’ skills in dengue management. The country’s use of Wolbachia mosquitoes 

and the DMOS (Malaysia’s Dengue Outbreak Monitoring and Surveillance System) surveillance 

system for early outbreak prediction were also highlighted as best practices. Community-led 
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initiatives remain a large part of the country’s dengue efforts, with regular community cleanups 

(Gotong Royong), regular fogging, and cross-sector collaborations involving local councils, fire 

departments, and corporations. In Indonesia, the “One house, one header” model empowers 

households to take responsibility for eliminating mosquito breeding sites, supported by the local 

government and community cadres. Certification programmes for “larvae-free” households 

incentivise sustained community participation.  

Sri Lanka has made strides in clinical management and training, achieving notable reductions 

in dengue mortality through early detection and management. Sri Lanka is also currently 

providing training for clinicians from neighbouring countries, reinforcing regional capacity 

building. 

However, despite these achievements, the participants raised persistent gaps: 

- Underreporting and surveillance: In India and Bangladesh, reliance on laboratory 

confirmation for case reporting, and reporting only hospitalised dengue in Sri Lanka, 

leads to substantial underestimation of the true dengue burden. 

- Lack of or waning community engagement: Sustaining participation and engagement, 

especially among the younger generations, is difficult as traditional outreach methods 

(e.g., TV commercials, advertisements in newspapers) lose their effectiveness. The 

younger generation requires short, engaging content delivered via social media 

platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok. Country representatives have 

noted that the Philippines and Malaysia have begun leveraging these platforms and 

influencers to reach younger audiences. 

“There was a time when talk about dengue was on TV all the time, but now, people 

don’t watch TV anymore.” – Representative from Malaysia 
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- Vaccine public awareness and uptake: Malaysia faces low vaccine uptake, likely due to 

low vaccine awareness, costs, or cultural/religious beliefs. Attendees also noted that 

private clinics and hospitals are hesitant to stock the vaccine, given its recent 

introduction and the anticipated low demand. In the Philippines, dengue vaccination 

remains unavailable despite generally high public vaccine confidence, according to a 

recent study.  

“..Because it’s so new, a lot of the smaller clinics may not even bring the (dengue) 

vaccines in, because they know that the uptake is not very high, so they don’t want to 

risk having the vaccines expire.” – Representative from Malaysia 

“(In the Philippines,) it is no longer hesitancy, it is the lack of vaccine supply.”– 

Representative from the Philippines 
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4. Roadmap to 2030 

Discussion moderated by: Mr William Brown, Asia Dengue Policy Working Group (ADPWG) 

The remainder of the roundtable focused on charting a path towards achieving the goal of 

Zero Dengue Deaths by 2030. Attendees from across the region shared strategies, identifying 

both milestones already achieved and critical actions that must be expanded or initiated. 

 

From left to right: Dr Francis Kwong, Dr Charissa Tabora, Dr Rakhee Yadav, Professor Lucy Lum, Dr Neelika Malavige 

To accelerate the progress towards Zero Dengue Deaths by 2030, the roundtable attendees 

named the following platforms and activities as essential: 

- Strengthening regional advocacy: Anchor dengue control efforts and discussion in 

regional platforms such as the upcoming ASEAN Summit in 2026, advocating for 

dengue as part of the “One Health” agenda. Organise regional competitions (e.g., “Race 

to Zero Dengue Deaths”) to incentivise progress. 

- Re-evaluating and updating communication strategies:  

o Updating behavioural models and learning strategies: There is a need to adopt 

new behavioural models and teaching strategies to align with the learning 

preferences of the younger generation. Communication and learning strategies 

should focus on concise, impactful messages, visually engaging content, and 

interactive approaches to maximise engagement and behaviour change among 

younger audiences. 

“We have to look at the learning strategies and teaching models (when coming up with 

community projects) for millennials and Gen Zs, because unlike during our times, 

there’s a really different pedagogy.” – Representative from the Philippines 
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o Leveraging digital platforms: Utilise social media platforms (e.g., TikTok, 

Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube) and influencers to reach and engage target 

audiences. 

- Raising vaccine awareness: Improve public education about dengue vaccines and 

ensure culturally sensitive outreach to overcome hesitancy and increase uptake. 

- Regular touch points for knowledge sharing: Conducting regular webinars or providing 

a platform where clinicians and community leaders can convene to share best practices 

in dengue management and advocacy. 

“Start having more webinars and regular discussions with clinicians around the world 

and to (understand) how they treat (dengue) and share (best practices). For me, that’s 

the first thing to do to stop preventable dengue – (to look) from the clinician’s 

(perspective).” – Regional representative 

 

From left to right: Dr Zulkifli Ismail, Mr William Brown, Dr Lulu Bravo, Dr Asik Surya 
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From left to right: Dr Francis Kwong, Dr Charissa Tabora, Dr Rakhee Yadav, Professor Lucy Lum, Dr Neelika Malavige, Dr 

Edmund Nelson, Ms Tammie Tan, Dr Zulkifli Ismail, Ms Kimberly Abalde, Mr William Brown, Dr Lulu Bravo, Dr Asik Surya, 

Ms Revi Renita, Ms Mentari Yudiansyach 

 

Looking ahead, the ADPWG will continue to serve as a regional platform for dialogue, 

collaboration, and knowledge exchange. Insights and recommendations from this roundtable 

will be synthesised into a policy brief, which will serve as a key advocacy tool to engage 

policymakers and stakeholders at both national and regional levels. The aim is to ensure that 

the momentum and ideas generated through the discussion are translated into concrete 

action. 

The ADPWG also plans to convene a series of country-focused webinars to further facilitate the 

sharing of best practices, innovative strategies, and lessons learned across diverse national 

contexts. Through these exchanges, the ADPWG seeks to strengthen regional cooperation and 

accelerate progress towards the shared goal of achieving Zero Dengue Deaths by 2030. 
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Appendix 

Table 1 Roundtable Agenda 

Time Agenda / Topic Speaker 

17:30 – 17:45 Welcome & Introductions Ms Kimberly Abalde 

ADPWG 

17:45 – 18:05 Indonesia’s Coalition Against Dengue 
(KOBAR) 

Dr Asik Surya 

Executive chair of Indonesia’s Fight 

Dengue Joint Coalition (KOBAR) 

18:05 – 18:30  Discussion Topic #1 

Policy-level actions 

Moderated by: Mr William Brown 

ADPWG 

18:30 – 18:40 Break 

18:40 – 19:00 Discussion Topic #2 

Community-level behaviour change 

Moderated by: Mr William Brown 

ADPWG 

19:00 – 19:30 Discussion Topic #3 

Roadmap to 2030 

19:30 – 19:40 Closing Ms Kimberly Abalde 

ADPWG 
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Table 2 Roundtable Attendees 

# Name Position and Institution 

1 Dr Asik Surya - Former Deputy Director of Communicable Disease Control at the 

Ministry of Health, Republic of Indonesia, Jakarta 

- Member of Training Advisory Group, International Infectious 

Disease Research Training Program: TB/MDR-TB research 

Capacity building 

- Executive Chair of Indonesia’s Fight Dengue Joint Coalition: 

KOBAR 

2 Dr Charissa Fay 

Corazon Tabora 

- Medical Specialist III and Chair of the Hospital Infection Control 

Committee 

- Fellow and Diplomate of the Philippine Pediatric Society 

- Fellow and Diplomate of the Pediatric Infectious Disease Society 

of the Philippines 

- Member of the National Council on Infection Prevention and 

Control Program in Healthcare Facilities 

3 Dr Edmund 

Anthony Severen 

Nelson 

- Clinical Professional Consultant (honorary), Department of 

Paediatrics, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

4 Dr Lucy Lum Chai 

See 

- Consultant Paediatrician & Paediatric Intensivist, Malaysia 

5 Dr Lulu Carandang 

Bravo 

- Professor Emeritus at the College of Medicine, University of the 

Philippines Manila, Head of the Vaccine Study Group of the NIH 

– UPM, Philippines 

6 Prof Neelika 

Malavige 

- Department of Immunology and Molecular Medicine, Faculty of 

Medical Sciences, University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

7 Dr Rakhee Yadav - Consultant Paediatrician, KPJ Damansara Specialist Hospital 

8 Prof Zulkifli Ismail - Department of Paediatrics, KPJ Selangor Specialist Hospital, 

Malaysia  

- Chairman of Dengue Prevention Advocacy Malaysia (DPAM), 

Malaysia 

9 Dr Francis Kwong - Secretariat, Asia Dengue Policy Working Group (ADPWG) and 

the Asia Dengue Voice and Action (ADVA) Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 


